
The September 2024 Draghi report opened the debate on how the EU can remain competitive in a
more complex and polarized world, whilst maintaining living standards and protecting our
environment. Shipping has traditionally been viewed through a narrow industry lens, but in reality
it is the backbone of European industry, the reason our supply chains are secure, and impacts on
every aspect of European citizens’ daily lives.

In this panel discussion, hosted by the Union of Greek Shipowners, we ask experts in security,
economics and sustainable development to shed light on the role shipping plays in their
respective fields, the challenges we must address, and how the sector as a cornerstone of
Europe’s future success will contribute to achieving Draghi’s recommendations. 

The discussion will be held in the light of the results of a report compiled by the World Maritime
University and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in
cooperation with the Union of Greek Shipowners about shipping’s primary contribution to the
world economy and its effect on all the people around the globe.

Side-session INDUSTRY

Shipping Anchors EU’s Future

11:00-12:00 Auditorium 490

About:

Keynote Speech: Charles Michel, Minister of State, President Emeritus of the European
Council (2019-2024), and former Prime Minister of Belgium (2014-2019)

Speakers:
Ioannis Vrailas, Ambassador Permanent Representative of Greece to the EU
Polona Gregorin, Head of Unit for Mobility (II): Air, Rail, Water and Intermodal Policy, DG
CLIMA
Dimitrios Fafalios, BoD Member & Secretary, Union of Greek Shipowners (UGS) 
Martynas Barysas, Director for Internal Market, Business Europe
Faig Abbasov, Shipping Director, Transport & Environment (T&E)
George Theocharidis, Professor of Maritime Law & Policy, World Maritime University

Moderator: Kait Bolongaro, Journalist


